Even  More  Generative 

By  Thomas  Park 


It  occured  to  me  that  I  was  still  making  decisions  about  my  music-- 1  was  letting  my 
preconceived  notions  about  what  should  be  affect  the  outcome  of  my  processes.  I  have  one 
folder  with  about  1 0,000  tuned  sounds  of  various  styles.  Why  not  start  feeding  from  it  at 
random? 

My  Python  program,  “The  Terminator”,  does  just  that.  It  indexes  all  of  the  sound  in  that  folder, 
and  creates  copies  of  120  of  them,  chosen  randomly.  It  takes  these  120  and  derives  600 
samples  from  them  of  various  configurations--  short  and  repetitive,  medium,  longer  and  so  forth. 

A  generative  mixing  environment  pulls  24  of  these  iterations  in  at  random.  They  can  be 
streamed  and/or  recorded  in  real-time. 

Short  of  working  with,  say,  fractal  midi,  or  with  generative  formulae  and  some  kind  of  synth 
work,  this  music  is  about  as  random  as  I  can  make 

The  results  are  oddly  funky,  like  strange  blends  of  jazz,  rock,  and  hip  hop  infused  with  popcorn 
snacks  of  sounds.  These  are  impossible  to  explain--  most  I  never  would  have  chosen.  How  is  it 
that  they  sound  so  right? 

I  call  these  works  “Probable  Music”. 


